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NASA 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, after the 
Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy, it is clear 
that we are now very dependent on the Rus-
sian space program as the sole means of sup-
port for the Space Station until the Shuttle 
fleet returns to service. 

It is certainly conceivable that the Shuttle 
fleet could be grounded for some time—after 
the Challenger accident in 1986, the Space 
Shuttle fleet was grounded for 32 months. 

While the Columbia investigation is moving 
forward, there is always a possibility that the 
root cause of the accident may never be de-
termined with absolute certainty. 

In the aftermath of the Columbia accident, it 
may be impossible to maintain the Space 
Shuttle’s viability without help from the Rus-
sians. 

Payments by NASA to Russia to cover the 
costs of purchasing additional Soyuz and 
Progress vehicles appear to be prohibited 
under the terms of the Iran Nonproliferation 
Act of 2000. 

The Iran Nonproliferation Act provides a 
narrow exception, allowing the President to re-
quest a waiver from Congress only to prevent 
the imminent loss of life or grievous injury to 
individuals aboard the International Space Sta-
tion. 

But I believe the Administration needs even 
more flexibility under the Iran Nonproliferation 
Act of 2000 to cover the costs of additional 
Soyuz and Progress vehicles at this time. 

Therefore, I am introducing legislation today 
that amends the Iran Nonproliferation Act of 
2000 to allow NASA to purchase additional 
Soyuz and Progress vehicles if the President 
notifies Congress they are needed to ensure 
the safety of the crew aboard the International 
Space Station and to maintain its operational 
viability while the Space Shuttle fleet is 
grounded. 

The safety of our astronauts should be 
paramount. NASA should not be prevented 
from doing whatever is necessary to ensure 
that safety is maintained.

f 

DR. ALLAN H. MELTZER HONORED 
BY RECEPTION OF THE FIRST 
IRVING KRISTOL AWARD 

HON. JIM SAXTON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dr. Allan H. Meltzer upon receiv-
ing the first Irving Kristol Award at the annual 
dinner of the American Enterprise Institute 
(AEI) last night. Dr. Meltzer’s insightful lecture 
on international economics and the role of the 
United States in world affairs immediately fol-
lowed an historic address by President 
George W. Bush. 

Dr. Meltzer was recognized for his important 
contributions to monetary economics, eco-
nomic history, and political theory. He has re-
cently written a well-received and definitive 
history of the first several decades of the Fed-
eral Reserve System. 

Dr. Meltzer also served as chairman of the 
International Financial Institution Advisory 
Commission, which made a series of rec-
ommendations for reform of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and other 
development banks. 

He also has testified before Congress many 
times, including before the Joint Economic 
Committee on several occasions. The mem-
bers of the Joint Economic Committee have 
benefited from Dr. Meltzer’s expertise over the 
years, and I also appreciate his serving as a 
consultant to our committee. This award from 
the American Enterprise Institute to this distin-
guished scholar is well deserved.

f 

NATIONAL PEACE CORPS DAY 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, National Peace 
Corps Day, on February 28, recognizes the 
important role the Peace Corps has played 
over the last 42 years and reaffirms our coun-
try’s commitment to the mission of the Peace 
Corps, as vital today as it was over 40 years 
ago. 

The first Peace Corps volunteers were sent 
to Ghana in 1961. When the Peace Corps 
celebrated its 40th anniversary 2 years ago, 
the United States also celebrated an important 
40-year relationship with Ghana. Today, 
Ghana is the leading developing nation in 
west Africa, and thousands of Ghanians now 
have personal relationships with Americans 
which they would not have had without the 
Peace Corps. 

Loret Miller Ruppe, the Director of the 
Peace Corps under President Ronald Reagan, 
was an impressive visionary and leader. She 
had the first vision of doubling the number of 
Peace Corps volunteers, In the army, a divi-
sion consists of 10,000 soldiers. We now have 
12 divisions in the U.S. Army. Loret Ruppe be-
lieved we should have at least one division in 
the Peace Corps. This vision of expanding the 
Peace Corps was renewed by President Clin-
ton and reaffirmed by President Bush. 

I want to commend the new direction of the 
Peace Corps for working to recruit not just the 
22-year-old volunteers, but increasing the 
number of volunteers who are in their forties 
or fifties and choosing the Peace Corps as 
their second or third career. This new type of 
volunteer brings years of his or her technical 
expertise to places around the globe which 
need it most. 

The Peace Corps has successfully altered 
its programs and the countries in which it op-
erates to adapt to our changing times. Most 
recently the Peace Corps has expanded into 
Central Asia and the Balkans continuously 
working to improve the lives of countless peo-
ple, while also working to improve U.S. rela-
tions with these emerging democracies. 

National Peace Corps Day recognizes all 
Peace Corps volunteers, past and present. I 
would like to express my gratitude to those 
who have served overseas, committing 2 
years of their life to their country and to de-
mocracy around the world. I would specifically 
like to recognize the 38 current volunteers 
from my district who are serving in six con-
tinents around the globe.

RECOGNITION OF LATINO AND IM-
MIGRANT WORKERS OF THE 
PHOENIX PROJECT 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many Latino and immigrant 
workers of the Phoenix Project. This project 
encompassed the restoration of the west front 
of the Pentagon. We are all familiar with the 
horrific event that caused the Pentagon to re-
quire reconstruction. Perhaps less known, 
though, are the workers who restored the Pen-
tagon in record time and under budget. When 
terrorists attacked the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, they hoped to paralyze our 
country with fear, to break our spirit. The 
Phoenix Project, however, reflects the exact 
opposite. Three thousand workers, the major-
ity of whom were from Latin America, de-
scended upon the Pentagon with voracious 
energy and an unending willingness to help 
rebuild their newly adopted country. 

The work they performed was back-break-
ing: pouring cement, installing plumbing lines, 
and hanging limestone slabs. Many traveled 
great distances to the Washington, DC area to 
work, living and sleeping in crowded hotel 
rooms. Despite these hardships, these work-
ers labored tirelessly around the clock and 
throughout the weeks. It was evident to all that 
the Phoenix Project workers were incredibly 
proud to be involved in the restoration and 
renovation of the Pentagon. Their enthusiasm 
was infectious and quickly drove the project to 
completion. According to Walker Lee Evey, 
Program Manager of the Phoenix Project, 
‘‘Workers came to the managers and said, ‘If 
you’ll tell us to get this building rebuilt in a 
year, we’ll do it. We can do that!’ ’’ And do that 
they did, with determination and pride that is 
seldom seen. 

I myself feel honored to stand here today 
and commend their actions. I am also proud to 
introduce a House Resolution today applaud-
ing their efforts, which, is being cosponsored 
by all 20 members of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus. At a time when many Ameri-
cans are suspicious of immigrants, the Phoe-
nix Project workers put aside hard feelings to 
fully restore this uniquely American symbol. 
They serve as a symbol of humanity and 
hope. Their motivation, devotion, and dis-
cipline should be honored by all Americans.

f 

TRIBUTE TO LISA WALLACE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say goodbye to a long-term staff 
member and good friend, Lisa Wallace, who is 
moving on to work for the House Resource 
Committee. This is an enormous loss for me 
and my staff because Lisa has been with me 
for nine years—beginning with my congres-
sional campaign in 1994. 

Throughout my years as a member of Con-
gress, Lisa has always gone above and be-
yond her job responsibilities. As my Adminis-
trative Assistant, she has not only provided 
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advice and kept me on schedule—she has 
been a confidant and a friend. 

Lisa first began working with me in the San 
Joaquin Valley of California. She and I initially 
spent our time out on the campaign trail driv-
ing from meeting to meeting and event to 
event. I noticed right away that Lisa was intu-
itive and able to catch on quickly to what was 
going on around her. This, of course, was crit-
ical during the campaign. 

Lisa was her in D.C. with me when I signed 
the Contract With America. During that trip, I 
thought at times that she was unhappy. Lisa 
later told me she was simply overwhelmed 
with D.C., but excited about the prospect of 
living in this city where people live and 
breathe politics. It was only the beginning of 
her Washington, D.C. journey. 

During one of the most difficult times in my 
life, when I learned my father passed away, 
Lisa was there to comfort me. On a lighter 
note, she suffered through my single life until 
I met my beloved wife, Ethie. She was there 
when I got married and celebrated with Ethie 
and I when our son, King, was born. Lisa is 
and will continue to be an important part of my 
life. 

In closing, I am touched to have Lisa Wal-
lace—one of the most reliable, loyal and trust-
worthy people I know—be a part of my team 
for the past nine years. I wish Lisa all the best 
in her bright future.

f 

HONORING SUZY MEYER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Suzy Meyer 
for her leadership and service to her South-
western Colorado community. Suzy serves as 
the editor and general manager of the Cortez 
Journal, the culmination of a long career in 
journalism. In addition to being a leader in the 
business community, Suzy also volunteers her 
time for numerous community activities. It is 
truly an honor to acknowledge her accomplish-
ments before this body of Congress and this 
Nation. 

Prior to joining the Journal, Suzy was the 
longtime editor of the Mancos Times. At the 
Cortez Journal, Suzy has been instrumental in 
the planning of the paper’s new state-of-the-
art production and office facilities. Taking on 
the business responsibilities of the Journal, 
Suzy oversaw the transition to the new facility 
and the expansion of the Journal’s commercial 
printing business. The Journal now prints the 
Durango Herald and other area publications, 
and Suzy serves as an officer of the Colorado 
Press Association. For her efforts, she re-
ceived the 2002 Chamber of Commerce Cit-
izen of the Year Award. 

As a writer, Suzy has won numerous 
awards and a reputation for addressing seri-
ous community issues. For the last fourteen 
years she has coordinated Cortez’s annual 
Community Christmas Dinner to ensure that 
none of her neighbors must spend Christmas 
hungry or alone. She is an elder of the Monte-
zuma Valley Presbyterian Church and has 
served on the board of ‘‘Meals on Wheels’’ for 
15 years. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to recog-
nize Suzy Meyer for her outstanding citizen-

ship. She has taken the lead on difficult issues 
and projects in both her professional life and 
her volunteer service. Her dedication is a 
credit to this Nation and to her community.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, I 
was absent for votes on Tuesday, February 25 
and Wednesday, February 26, 2003, as a re-
sult of the passing of my mother, Mrs. Elea-
nore Hoeffel. Had I been present, I would 
have cast my votes as follows: Rollcall vote 
No. 33, ‘‘aye’’; Rollcall vote No. 34, ‘‘aye’’; 
Rollcall vote No. 35, ‘‘aye’’; and Rollcall vote 
No. 36, ‘‘aye’’.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SUNSHINE 
CLOUD SMITH 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to honor the memory of 
Sunshine Cloud Smith of Mancos, Colorado 
for her lifetime of dedication to the Southern 
Ute Tribe. Sunshine was a leader, a veteran, 
a tribal councilor, a spiritual mentor, and a 
teacher to everyone who she touched in life. 
It is truly an honor to recognize her accom-
plishments before this body of Congress and 
this Nation. 

Sunshine was the granddaughter of Chief 
Ouray and a relative of Crazy Horse. As a 
leader, Sunshine was a visionary and opened 
many new doors and created wonderful oppor-
tunities for all women. She went to college at 
the University of New Mexico, and was mar-
ried in 1940. Immediately thereafter, Sunshine 
served as a surgical technician in the United 
States Women’s Army until 1945. 

Upon her return to the reservation in 1948, 
Sunshine was elected to the Tribal Council 
and served as vice chairman for sixteen years. 
Her dedication to the tribal council laid the 
foundation for the tribe’s present success. 
Sunshine has received several awards in rec-
ognition of her leadership contributions to Col-
orado and the Southern Ute Tribe. In 1989, 
Sunshine was recognized by the Governor of 
Colorado for her political and cultural contribu-
tions to the State. In 1999, Sunshine received 
the Western heritage Service Award from the 
Durango Pro Rodeo series. Moreover, she 
was a founding member of the Southern Ute 
Committee of Elders. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
pay tribute to the amazing life of Sunshine 
Cloud Smith before this body of Congress and 
this great Nation. Sunshine was a loving and 
caring mother and grandmother. She passed 
down many of the traditions and customs of 
the Southern Utes, and was a spiritual guide 
for all women of the tribe. Her accomplish-
ments and contributions have truly made a dif-
ference. She will be missed by her family, 
friends and community.

CELEBRATING THE PROMOTION OF 
MAJOR SEBASTIAN ‘‘MIKE’’ 
CONVERTINO III TO THE RANK 
OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

HON. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate one of my constitu-
ents, Major Sebastian ‘‘Mike’’ Convertino III.’’ 
Major Convertino will be promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel on February 28 at a 
ceremony in the Hall of Heroes at the Pen-
tagon. 

Major Convertino, who hails from my home-
town of New Hartford, NY, has enjoyed a suc-
cessful and meritorious career in the United 
States Air Force. Currently assigned to the 
Command, Control, Communications, and 
Computer Systems Directorate Joint Staff at 
the Pentagon, he began his career in the Air 
Force as a ROTC cadet at Union College in 
Schenectady. He received his Bachelor’s de-
gree in Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science, and began an exciting and praise-
worthy career in the Armed Forces. 

Major Convertino has been decorated with a 
series of impressive awards, including: Meri-
torious Service Medal, Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Armed 
Forces Service Medal, Humanitarian Service 
Medal, and NATO Service Medal. 

I am proud to have such a dedicated and 
talented individual hail from my district. Major 
Convertino represents the kind of outstanding 
individuals that man our Armed Forces. I wish 
Mike, his wife Kimberly, and their daughter Al-
exandra a great deal of success and all the 
best for the future. 

On behalf of the 24th District of New York, 
as well as the entire House of Representa-
tives, congratulations—you have made us all 
very proud.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JACKIE 
SCHICK 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Jacquelyn 
‘‘Jackie’’ Mae Schick of Pagosa Springs, Colo-
rado for her years of dedication as a civil serv-
ant to the town of Pagosa Springs. 

Jackie has given generous amounts of her 
time and energy over the years as a leader in 
her community. She has served the Town of 
Pagosa Springs both as Town Clerk and with 
the Pagosa Springs Sanitation District, as well 
as the Colorado City Clerks Association, the 
International City Clerks Association, and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Through her work as a mentor, Jackie con-
tributes significantly to the lives of young peo-
ple in Pagosa Springs. She has been a mem-
ber of Eastern Star for forty years and even 
served as Worthy Matron in 1969. And in 
order to further reach out to youth, she has 
supported Pagosa Springs’ Youth Recreation 
Program and sponsored the ‘‘Rockies’’ team 
for twelve years. 
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